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REVELATION XIV. 11. » © And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up , God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God , 
“ find the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for | for ever and ever.’ It is very remarkable that these | but I dare not use the word Tri nity, or person.’ 
ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, | Antichristian worshippers, who alone are tormented, dare, (say's Wesley) and | think them very good 
who worship the beast and his image, and whoso- should so earnestly contend that this (their) torment words ; but I should think it very hard to be burnt 
ever receiveth the mark of his name.” will never end : And this would indeed be passing alive for not using them, especially w ith ny slow fire, 
strange, were it not for the fact that they intend | made ef moist green wood. I believe Calvin was 
The request of our correspondent, that we should | their‘ relatives,their children,and dearest connexions, | a great instrument of God; and that he was a wise 
give an exposition of this passage with its connex-| shall be the subjects of it, instead of themselves! |and pious man; but I cannot but advise those who 
ion, We cannot comply with at present in that ex-| Pitying their condition, and wishing to afford them | love his memory, to let Servetus alone.” 
tensive manner which may have been expected. | a]| the consolation in our power, (as they will uot; It seems that the most rigid Calvinists inherit 
The many calis and requests from other correspon- | believe the truth, the extent of salvation) we shall | their oracle’s bloody disposition, as well as bis reli 
dents, must be our apology. We consider the most attempt to convince them that their turment will| gious creed. ‘Take the following as an iustance 
prominent feature of this chapter, is the destruction shortly cease, and they be blessed with that heaven, | from the same work, vol. 2 p. 111. 
of the city of Jerusalem, and the changes and events | which they, like their prototypes, the Pharisees of} When Wesley was in Scotland, (that hot-bed of 
consequent thereupon. We say the most promi-| old, will not enter themselves, vor suffer others to | Calvinism) ‘an old Burgher Minister at Dalkeith 
pent, as being distinctly alluded to, and agreeing go in. And first. The smoke of their torment! preached against him, atlirming that, if he died in 
in figure with the parables of our Lord describing | ascendeth up for ever and ever (make it as long as | his present sentiments, he would be damned; and 
the same event, which took place a short time al- you please,) and they have no rest day nor nighi,| the fanatic declared, that he would stake his own 
ter the preaching of the gospel by the apostles, (day and night, of course, must alternately succeed | salvation upon it. It was well for him that these 
which event we conceive is distinctly alluded to ia! each other for ever and ever!) who worship the| people were not armed with temporal authority,’ 
the 6th verse. The 7th verse, ‘Saying with a} beast and his image.’ Consequently, they must|* The Seceders,’ says Wesley, ‘ who have fallen in 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him ; for worship the beast for ever and ever ! Por it is only|my way, are more uncharitable than the Papists 
the hour ot his judgment is come,’ we presume to} those who.in the present tense, tcorship the beast, | themselves. I never yet meta Papist who avowed 
be parallel with Acts xvii. 30, &c., ‘ And the times} who are in the present tense tormented! But it is| the principle of murdering heretics, But a seced- 
vf this ignorance God winked at; but now com- | declared, that‘ All nations whom God hath made | ing minister being asked,‘ Would not you, if it was 
mandeth all men every where to repent.’ And | shall (in the Suture tense)come and worship before | in your power, cut the throats of all Methodists 7’ 
with 1 Peter, iv. 17, &c., ‘ For the time ts come that} him, and glorify his name, (not the beast, nor his | replied directly, ‘ Why, did not Samuel hew Aga 
judgment must begin at the house of God; and if! image,) and all the ends of the world shall remem- | in pieces before the Lord” 
i first begin at us, what shall the end be of them | ber and turn unto the Lord,’ Xe. In the same page is recorded the following amia- 
that obey not the gospel of God?’ The beastand his! Reader, does aideas aiuvov mean an endless dura- | ble trait of Calvinism. A Methodist one day com- 
image,we have recently ia Number 41, considered } tign 2 If so why did our learned and pious transla- forted a poor woman, whose child appeared to be 
as anti, opposed to the salvation of God for a fallen | tors render the same word ages, in 1 Co} 26.| dying, by assuring her that, for an infant, death 
world, and is confined to partial election of a few, which is afact? Will there be day and nigh, or | Would only be the exchange of this miserable life 
and reprobation of the remainder, and the Phara-| wij| the sun rise and set in hell? In that hell,to de-| for a happy eternity; and the seceder, to whose 
saical heresy of salvation being conditional on the | geribe which, all the arcana of Pluto’s gloomy re- | flock she belonged, was so shocked at this doctrine, 
works of the creature, &c. The reader, by com-| gions is brought forward, aod the wild vagaries and | that the deep-died Calvinist devoted the next sab- 
paring Matt. xiii. $9. * The harvest is the end of the | Gejusions of idolatrous Pagans pressed into the ser- | bath to the task of convincing his people, that the 
werld,’ (ew»ros, age) and xxiv. 30. * And they shall | vice, and introduced as arguments and proof by | souls of all non-elect infants were doomed to cer- 














see the Son of man coming in the clouds of modern Theologians ? tain and inevitable damnation!’ 
heaven ;’ with the 14th and 15th verses of this chap- If this be gospel, | want none of it, but IT most 
ter, Will see their connexion, &c. SEE = heartily thank God, that my Bible informs me, He 
The 12th verse reads thus—* Here is the pa- : is loving to every man, sad hateth nothing that he 
tience of the saints, &c. What is the patience of Communication, has made, GamMaA, 
the saints? Ans. 13th verse,‘ And I heard a voice | = _ —_—so 
from heaven, saying unto me; Write, (What?) he Edi ‘the G 
‘ : — : he E , ef ‘ald. TANT CONSIDERAT 7 
Blessed are the dead which die inthe Lord,( When? ) et ey ee ee IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS. 
trom henceforth.’ From the commencement of the Sir—lIn one of your late Numbers you gave an The Scriptures of Holy Inspiration inform us, 
preaching of the Gospel by the apostles, all who be- | extract from Benedict's Historyof the Baptists,show- | that ‘ God is good to all, and his lender mercies are 














lieved in Christ the Saviour of the world,died bless- ing the implaeability of John Calvin's disposition, | over all his works 3 are we pot, therefore, justified 
ed. ‘The declaration of Simeon is illustrative of | and the hand he had io Servetus’s Martyrdom. 1} in concluding, that an unchangeable God will always 
this. * Lord,vow lettest thou thy servant depart in | have often heard the account strenuously denied by | be * good to all?’ and that his fender mereies will 
peace, for mine eyes Aave seen thy salvation.’ As if! Calvinists. 1, therefore, send you the following, | always be overall bis works? Is it adviseable to eu! 
he had said, ‘Lord, by showing me Christ,thou hast |which eannot be questioned with decency, taken | tivate that disposition whieh will tamely hear the 
enabled me to depart in peace.’ Not let me die, be- | from Southey s life of Wesley, 2d vol. p. 89. Duy- God of the whole earth calumutated, aod designs 
cause I have seen him, but thou now letlest, or ena- | ckinck’s Edition ‘Being(says Wesley jin the Bodleian | and purposes ascribed to hum, which are diamewi 
blest me to die in peace, by showing me thy salva- Library, | lighted on Mr. Calvin’s account of the | cally opposite tu the character which he bas reveal 
tion. Previous to this time, many prophets and | ease of Michael Servetus, several of whose let-| ed of himself in the Seriptures, that ‘ Me is Love, 
iighteous meno, looking forward to the premised | ters he occasionaily inserts, wherein Servetus often | and at the same time, resent with indignation and 
advent of Christ, longed to see that day, but were | declares in terms, * [| believe the Father is God, the fury, Whatever js in our Opinion derogatory to our 





not blessed as Simeon, and all believers since that | Son is God, and the Holy Ghostis God.’ Mr. Cal- | own, or the characters. principles, aud purposes of 
time have been, for they die emphatically in the | vin, however, paints him such a monster as never lmen, or apy man, or those of any particular sect 
Lord, or in faith, believing that he has come. was: An Arian,a blasphemer, and what pot, be- whatever ? 

! Js ita faet, thatin our day, a man is more liable 


We are instructed at the 10th verse, that the | sides strewing over him his flowers of dog, devil, 

Worshippers of the beast shall ‘drink of the wine of | swine, and so on, which are the usual appellations | to censure, and actually receives more erimination 
the wrath of God, &c., and be tormented with fire | he gives his opponents. But still he utterly denies | and reproach, for contending for the goodness and 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, | his being the cause of Servetus’s death. ‘ No,’ | mercy of God, to all, than him who contends for the 
and in the presence of the Lamb.’ Christ, the says he,‘ I only advised our magistrates, as having | inerey of God to only apart? 
Lamb of God, is now present in his Mediatorial | a right to restrain heretics by the sword, to seize upon Is it likewise a fact, that aman is exposed to 
kingdom, judging every man according to his | and try that arch-heretic ; but atter be was con-} and actually has blame attached to him, for declor- 
works. The holy angels, are his messengers of | dened I said not one word about his execution.” | ing and maintaining, that God is immutable, and 
truth, preaching his gospel, which duty figurative- Again, In the same page Wesley says, “ That! that ‘ neither jife, nor death, nor things present, vor 
ly speaking, makes them holy, as they are proclaim- | Michael Servetus was ‘one of the wildest Anti j things to come, &e., shall be able to separate us 
ing holy things. As it is written—‘ How beautiful | Trinitarians that ever appeared,’ is by no means | from the love of God, whieh is io Christ Jesus ous 
are the feet of them that preach the gospel of|clear. I doubt of it on the authority of Calvin Lord? when instead of blame, he would be praised, 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! In| himself, who certainly was not prejudiced in his | did he coutend, that death, and ‘things to come, 
this gospel day, therefore, Antichristian worship- | favour. For, if Calvin does not misquote his words, | would separate us from the love of God? and that 
pers are tormented in the presence of the Lamb, | he was no Anti-Trinitarian atall. Calvin himself; God would, from being our friend, ebange to on 
&c., who is visible to the eye of faith, in the ‘ gos- | gives a quotation from one of bis letters, in whieh | implacable and eternal foe? Brethren, wie Mese 
pel of peace,’ which is ‘ glad tidings of good things.’ | he expressly declares, ‘1 do believe the Father is | things so ? ‘They ought not so to be! 
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AT a Meeting of the Society for the Investiga- | 
tion and Establishment of Gospel Truth, held Feb. | 
g, 1821 j 

An Address was delivered by Brother Henry Fitz: 
Whereupon the Society unanimously voted him thetr | 
thanks, and requested that the same be published in 
the Gospel Herald. 

Extract from the Minutes, 


J. HALL, Secretary. 


| 


Bareruren, ADDRES So | 


* United we sranD—DIVIDED WE FALL,” 
isa position, which has been sanctioned by 
the wisdom, and proved by the experence ot | 
ages. And the increase ot individual exertion, 
and extension of individual efforts in their et- 
fects, ts necessarily in a corresponding ratio 
with the increase of individual power, which 
depends of necessity upon a union of senti- 
ment, of interest, and of action. 

Union is strength. ‘The apostolic injunc- 
tion, ** Brethren watch ye, stand fast in the 
faith, quit you like men ; be of one mind, be 
strong inthe Lord, and in the power of his 
might; preach the word, be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all long-suffering and doctrine;”’ is, if obligato- 
ry upon any at the present day, upon us, 
who profess to contend for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. We believe our candle 
is the candle of the Lord, and lighted with the 
Spirit of Divine Truth. Let us not put it un- 
der a bushel, but rather in the house, that it 
may give light to all. Wisdom, says the wise 
man, is justified of her children. And who 
among you, having lost a piece of money, 
would not search diligently until you had found 
it, and when you had found it, rejoice, saying, 
I have found that which was lost. You have 
searched, and have found it. You have re- 
How many of our brethren of Adam's 
race have searched, and are still searching in 
vain, for the treasure which you have found, 
guided by blind guides, and deceived by those, 
who pretending to instruct, are themselves in 
blindness and ignorance. 

Our Lord, whom we profess to imitate and 
obey, has set us un example, and given us a 
He not only went about doing good 
—dispensing the bread of life—but he died, 
that we might live. And bis declaration, ** And 
if any man come to me and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wite, and children, and breth- 
ren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple;”’ is, although figurative 
in expression, emphatic in its import. ‘The 
food we eat, the clothes we wear, and the 
houses which shelter us, however great their 
value as auxiliaries to the well-being and com- 
fort of the body, can never satisfy the longings 
of an immortal mind. And our own experi- 
ence, if we walk in the path of duty, will act 
as an useful guide, and, on the other hand, will 
punish our aberrations. Figure to yourselves 
the wretch, poor and naked, suffering all the 
ills that life is heir to, and his prospects as bar- 
ren of happiness, as his wants are prolific in 
suffering,—see him accosted by a stranger,— 
he listens, believes, and rejoices,—he is told, 
You are no longer poor—your sufferings are 
at an end—you have a Father who is waiting 
to receive you; the fatted calf is killed; his fin- 
gers are decked with rings, and in the place 
of nakedness and rags, he is covered with a 


danger or trouble, compared with our brethren 





flowing robe. 
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This is a faint picture of what was once our 
own poverty. We were spiritually poor, and 
blind, and naked ;—we heard, believed, and re- 
joiced. What we once were, millions now are. 
here is enough tor all;—we have no excuse. 
lhe patrimony of our Father will never be 
lessened by division; nor our shares, by the 
participation of all our brethren. Let all, there- 
tore, be informed of their title to this inherit- 
ance;—let us ** go into the highways and hedg- 
ex, and compel them to come in, that our Fa- 
ther’s house may be filled.’ And since our 
lines are fallen to us ina pleasant place, and 
our means of accomplishing much, with little 


of the apostolic age, how culpable should we 


thing effected; when the same exertions, had 
they been simultaneous in time, and united in 
their operation, would have effected all that the 
most ardent could desire, or the most interes. 
ted expect. 

The history of man has been a history of out. 
rage, of faction, and of war. Instead of uniting 
their means for the welfare of all, they have 
formed combinations for their mutual destruc. 
tion and misery. And even in this, our high- 
ly-favoured day and generation, and under the 
peaceful illumination of the light of the gospel 
of peace, rancour, and hatred, and every ey}} 
passion which blindness and ignorance can fos. 
ter, and revenge inspire, under specious names, 
and deceitful guises, stalk like spectres from 





be, andl how unworthy of our calling, if we 
were to grudce of labour, of our abundance, 
and of money, what our apostolic brethren 
freely gave of toilsome suffering, and from their 
litthke—and paid in prison, and at the scatlold, 
with their blood! 

The motive which originated the request 
to assemble this evening, is threefold;—to unite 
our means and efforts—to extend the know- 
ledge of the truth we rejoice in—and to pro- 
vide a fund in future for this Society, which will 
increase the means of its members, by a unity 
of interest, heightened by the prospect of mu- 
tual benefit, in the extensive dissemination of 
the truth through a direct channel to the pub- 
lic, which will form the strongest tie and bond 
of connexion, in the certainty of our useful- 
ness, and our duty to persevere. ‘hese ob- 


their dark abodes, and brothers welter in bro- 
thers’ blood ! 


Do we see the cause of these disorders and 
miseries? Are we in possession of a recipe 
which can alleviate? Can we discover an an- 
tidote which willcure? Nay, more, have we 
ourselves been afflicted, and experienced the 


‘misery of the disease, and the blessings of 
, . . 
healthful recovery, and are we in different for 


the fate of others? Have we forgotten the 
pain of uncertainty—the sickness of hope de- 
ferred—the fears of disappointment—the inde. 
scribable torment nursed by anxiety, and aour- 
ished by unbelief—that state, which dares not 
hope, and hates, yet has to fear;—whose ex- 
pectations were gendered in darkness, the fruit 
of mistake, and the victim of despair ;—when 





jects are too momentous, to fail of exciting a) 
corresponding interest; and too easy of at-| 
tainment, to discourage those who feel sensi- | 
bly their duty to persevere in well-doing. 

The necessity of union, asa means to ac- | 
complish any thing with certainty, is a truth, 
which the experience of every man will abua- 
dantly manifest. Individual exertions may pro- 
duce individual benefit; but experience will 
not justify, nor history produce examples, sut- 
ficient to authorize the expectation of great 
effects, from causes comparatively small. And 
those instances which might be adduced, of in- 
dividuals bearing down opposition, and appa- 
rently rising to power or eminence in their 
professions, the latent cause would be found, 
not so much in their exertions and merits, as in 
the prejudices, passions, and interested mo- 
lives of those who became their coadjutors. 

To flatter the vanity, gratify the passions, 
and favour the prejudices of mankind, have in 


, certainty ? 


clouds black as hell, brooded over futurity, 
and gloomy horror steeped the soul in terrors— 
when no response breathed to quell the soli- 
citude of immortal longings, but all was silent 
as death, dark as the grave, and cruel as un- 
What circumstance of time, or 


place, can obliterate from your memories the 


radiance of that morning, whose dawn chased 
away the clouds—the bright effulgence of 
whose Sun, bursting upon the soul, dispelled 
the night of death, and * brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.” 
What can efface from your minds the meri- 
dian glory of that faith, which, by anticipation, 
leaps the barrier of time, unravels the myste- 
ries of eternity, and rests, with hope and cha- 
rity, on scenes yet to be revealed; when all! 
things shall be subdued, and God be all in 
all!—when love shall pervade every heart, 
devotion fill every soul, and rapture tune 
every tongue;—when sin, death, and hell, shal! 





all ages been the stepping stones to power, 
to popularity, and to fame. And even in these 


instances, circumstances unseen, unsought, and | 


uncontrolled, have effected more than prudent 
joresight could plan, or perseverance execute. 
The cause in which we are engaged, can nev- 
er be forwarded by these helps. We flatter 
no vanities—we grant no license to the grati- 
fication of the passions—and so far from fa- 
vouring, we wage war with the prejudices of 
the world! There is, therefore, two reasons 
in particular, which are of sufficient impor- 
tance, independent of any other considerations, 
to operate with a force, at least insome mea- 
sure commensurate with their importance and 
magnitude. Our number is small, and our la- 
bour is great;—union will increase the one, 
and lessen the other.—And when the object to 


be buried in the grave of annihilation, and 


|their remembrance lost in the splendours, the 


glories, and the triumphs of eternity! At the 
recollection of these, a recollection surpassing 
the powers of description to portray—a re- 
collection, when every faculty of the soul 
is roused, and with undivided voice proclaims, 
‘* that neither life, nor death, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 


-}sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 


depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord !”’ 


Let these inspirations of gratitude, the fruit 
of faith, and the offspring of heaven-born 
charity, expand every heart. Let every ener- 
gy of the soul be awakened to the magnitude 
of the cause we are engaged in, and to the 





be obtained, is greater than individual exertions 


reflection, that our own blessedness here can- 


can accomplish, an end, worthy the efforts of| not be circumscribed by any rule, but by the 
all, may be sacrificed, and individual exertions | measure with which we mete out blessings to 


and losses may be sustained, and little or no- 


others. 








‘« UsITep WE STAND—DIVIDED WE FALL.” 


This sentiment, aided by the injunction of} of God. 


our brethren of the apostolic days, ** Brethren, 
be of one mind,”’ speaks volumes in support of 
the necessity of union in faith, in interest, and 
in action. 

Our cause is the cause of a world! The 
passions and prejudices which sit at the helm, 
and too often guide and misiead the various 
contending sects, which distract mankind with 
their contentions, can never be identified with 
eur faith, and must never be discovered in 
our practice. 

Our predominant passion must be love for 
all men, for all are our brethren. And our 
prejudices be restricted to a jealousy and 
circumspection over ourselves, and confined 
to a distrust of our own judgment, and exer- 
cised in a dislike of, and reprimanding our own 
imperfections and inactivity ! 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren,” is the 
injunction of Him whom we profess to regard 
as our Lord, and whose commands should be 
to us the law of our life, while his example 
alone is the standard of our actions. The 
gospel God preached to Abraham, saying, ‘In 
thy Seed (Christ) shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed,” is the only gospel we 
know, or believe: and the faith of Abraham, 
who believed God, is the faith, and the only 
faith we acknowledge ; for it is the faith of 
Him ‘*who was delivered for our offences, 
and rose again for our justification.” 

This is our faith. We are one! To extend 
the knowledge of this faith, which we believe 
and rejoice in, is our duty—should be our 
pleasure—and will, if we are faithful over our 
house, promote our happiness. The con- 
siderations which press this duty upon the 
mind, are various, and important. A sense of 
duty; the happiness of our brethren, who 
are now groping in darkness, or agonizing with 
suspense ; and even interest, which too often 
is paramount to, and takes place of, all others, 
are the most prominent ; and each, indepen- 
dent of the others, is sufficient, if calmly and 
seriously considered, to interest and rouse 
our feelings, and secure an attention commen- 
surate with its merits. If we measure our 
duties by our obligations, and gratitude is per- 
mitted to preside as umpire in the case, they 
will indeed swell to an enormous magnitude. 
While, on the other hand, if we, like the un- 
protitable servant, bury our talent in the earth, 
we may graduate our principles upon the 
scale of mistaken interest, and bury our vir- 
tues, our duties, and our joys, in the grave to- 
gether. ‘‘ He who spake as never man spake,” 
declared, that ‘‘ No man, having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God.” 

The Christian is a soldier in the cause of 
Christ. And when the Captain of our salva- 
tion,who has all power in heaven and in earth, 
has taken the lead, it would be treason of the 
blackest hue to quit the ranks; and coward- 
ice, disgraceful and criminal beyond concep- 
tion, to flinch, or turn our backs to an ene- 
my! If we, therefore, take counsel of our duty, 
there are claims upon us, which, however 
easy they may be in compliance, are imperi- 
ously binding and obligatory in their obser- 
vance. And although the joys of heaven, and 
an eternity of bliss, isa boon far greater than 
mortals can acquire, still, while truth or error, 
without alternative, improves the joys, or 
poisons the peace of man, man can be friend 


*; and bless his fellow-man. 


“When thou| 
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Salvation is the gift 
It is secured in Christ for all, whe- 
| ther Jew or Gentile, bond or free. But man, 
ignorant of the purposes of mercy which his 
heavenly Father has in store for a fallen world, 
and distrusting the goodness of God, is seeking 
death in the error of his ways, and losing his 
\life, where he in vain attempts to find it. 
|The blind are leaders of the blind, until they 
both fall into the ditch. If virtue is its own re- 
, ward, there is ample room for its exercise : 
and if vice is its own punisher, there is enough 
of suffering seen in the misery of its recipients, 
,to deter from the example. And if there 
is any analogy between cause and effect, a 
sufficient reason can be readily assigned for the 
miseries of the religious ; and the vail which 
prejudice and passion have disfigured and dis- 
guised with names and characters, is seen 
through and detected. 

That religion which makes miserable, is the 
deception of devils, the science of hell! And 
that religion which shuts for ever the portals 
of heaven to all but a favoured jew, would 
suffer by comparison with India’s blood-stained 
creed,— 

Would crowd the courts of Pluto's black abodes, 

And mercy’s palm consign to heathen gods : 

Would make Jehovah's oath, to Abra’am given, 

The sport of bell—the misery of beaven. 

Would from the Saviour’s brow the laure! tear, 

And merge in endless night fam'd Beth'lem's star ; 

And heavenly peace, by blood of Jesus won, 


By hell's grim tyrant scorn’d, and trod upon! 
Divided empire held—But he in heaven, 


; few his train, compar'd with curst Abaddon. 

Lae bw beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things; that say unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth!"’ ‘To preclaim these glad 
tidings unto our brethren is our duty, and 
should be our business and pleasure. To 
declare that God reigneth—that he will judge 
the earth righteously, and the people with 
truth, must indeed be pleasant to those, who, 
enlightened by the wisdom which is from 
above, know that all men have righteousness 
in God, and that ** Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life.” 

Our Lord and Master has declared, that 
the ** servant who knoweth his master’s will, 
and doeth it not, shall be beaten with many 
stripes.’ We have professed to know our 
Master’s will—To know that his will is, ‘* That 
all men shall be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth.” Shall we not proclaim 
this will of our Father to his children, who, 
ignorant of his purpose towards them, and 
led by blind guides, are stumbling upon the 
‘dark mountains of death? What is there in 
| reason or revelation, which will justify such 
conduct; which will authorize the putting the 
candle under the bushel, and hiding the ta- 
lent in the earth? There is nothing! Our Lord 
has declared—‘* Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do yeevenso unto 
them.” Were you languishing on beds of sick- 
ness, and did your neighbour possess a reme- 
dy which would infallibly heal your disease, 
and restore you to health and happiness, would 
you not wish to be made acquainted with it, 
and be blessed with its application? How 
many, at this moment, are afflicted with men- 
tal suffering, and languishing beneath the ter- 
rors of futurity ; dreading imaginary evils, and 
blind to real good’? You possess the remedy— 
You know its virtues, for you have experi- 
enced its efficacy! ‘* Whatsoever, therefore, 
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ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so unto them, for this is the law and 
the prophets.” To profess with our mouth 
that we regard all men as our brethren, and at 
the same time prove by our conduct that we 
are strangers to, and indifferent for, their wel- 
fare, would be conduct disgraceful in its nature, 
and incompatible with the faith we confess. 
To declare the solicitude we feel for all men— 
that all should come to the knowledge of the 
truth, and to withhold that truth, and refuse 
to extend to them the knowledge which has 
been communicated unto us,—if we did not 
deserve the appellation of enemies, we should 
be far from meriting the name of friends. 

Our duty and interest are inseparably con- 
nected. And independent of the honours and 
distinctions of this world, which, from their 
uncertain duration, and dissatisfaction in pos- 
session, are cemparatively unworthy the name, 
an interest of far greater moment demands our 
attention ; and, if we are wise, will influence 
our conduct, and govern our decisions. It is 
the continual and pleasing reflection, that we 
‘*have fought the good fight ; have kept the 
faith ;*’ and, when we shall have ‘ finished our 
course,” we shall look beyond the fleeting 
things of time and sense ; our hopes, quick- 
ened to certainty, we shall, without reproach, 
receive the crown of righteousness, which 
Christ, the righteous Judge, will give us at 
that day. 

The scoffs of the infidel may comport with 
the hour of revelry and merriment—the in- 
difference of the thoughtless may be nourished 
for a time, by the bustle and pleasures of the 
world—and the boasting of the Pharisee may 
last, while the arrogance of competition swells 
his bosom; but it is for him, and him alone, 
whose faith has been strengthened by exercise, 
which ‘*“* works by love and purifies the 
heart,’’ who can “ finish his course’’ rejoicing, 
and with unclouded eyes, and believing heart, 
meet the grim tyrant, Death, and undismayed 
enter that country, 


“ From whose bourn no traveller returns !" 


Are honours and distinctions our object ’ 
Where can honour be found, which will bear 
competition for a moment with the honour 
of him, who is faithful to his Father and his 
God? And what distinction so enviable, as 
that of being acknowledged children of him, 
who is King of kings, and Lord of lords ? 

Are riches our aim? What are the toys 
of a moment—the bauble which glitters, and 
disappears—the desire of fools, and the curse 
of the miser, compared with an inheritance 
beyond the stars, which is incorruptible, and 
fadeth not away--to be heirs of God, and joint- 
heirs with Christ, in a possession extensive as 
space, and eternal as eternity ? 

Is pleasure our pursuit ? What pleasure can 
equal the joys which thrill through the bosom, 
and exalt to rapture the heart of him who 
sees the prodigal return? Who witnesses the 
outcast, so long a stranger and forlorn, re- 
turn to happiness and heaven! The wander- 
er, who strayed inthe maze of error and 
unbelief, until hope sickened to dissolution, 
and expectation perished in doubt, brought 
home to the house of his Father, triumphing 
in salvation, and chanting the praises of re- 
deeming love. 

How emphatic, and peculiarly appropriate, 
is the exhortation of the apostle, “ Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
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power of his mught. 
mour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities, against powers, against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” 


Put on the whole ar- | 
‘the tenderness of the agress for her progeny— 
‘let them raise their eyes, and lift their hands 
‘in prayer, and say, ‘‘ Father in beaven, regard 
‘us as we regard others”—let their prayers be 
/answered—let the divine, eternal rule of jus- 
We, therefore, |tice measure them—‘“ Whatsoever ye would 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


qualifications would, in practice, fall short of 


are soldiers in the cause of Christ, who is the |that men should do unto you, do ye even so 


Captain of our salvation: and the nature of 
the armour mentioned by the apostle, is de- 
scriptive of our duties. For our defence, we 
are commanded to have our “ loins girt about 
with truth,”’ and to have on the “ breastplate 
of righteousness;"’ our “ feet to be shod with 
the preparation of the gospel of peace ;” and, 
**above all, to take the shield of faith, where- 
by we shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.” For offence, helmed 
with salvation, we are to take the ‘‘sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Are 
we accoutred in this impenetrable armour, and 
have we made astand’? Have we fought the 
good fight? Or have we intrenched ourselves 
behind the ramparts, which fear, or the ‘‘ god 
of this world” has erected, and eluded our 
duty? What multitudes have flocked to the 
standards of earthly princes, and sacrificed life 
and limb, to obtain that thing called honour, 
and contended with arms and armour, as de- 
lusive as their cause was criminal? And shall 
we want incentives to action ? We, whose ar- 
mour is impenetrable as adamant, and whose 
weapons are sharper than any two-edged 
sword——whose cause is the cause of a world, 
having justice for its foundation—the happi- 
ness eof the universe for its object, and Omni- 
potence for its support ? Is the bounty offered 
too inconsiderable to procure enlistments ? 
Are the wages too low, and is the service too 
dishonourable to stimulate to action? What 
cause can be assigned for the apathy which 
prevails, even in the minds of those who con- 
tess their faith in Christ, and acknowledge him 
fur their Lord and Master? How many are 
compassing sea and land to make proselytes to 
error, propagate the doctrines of men, and 
spread the delusions of the adversary ? Can it 
be possible, that error is more powerfal, and 
possesses greater attractions, than the truth ? 
‘To what cause shall these appearances be at- 
tributed ? and how long shall they be permit- 
ted to exist, to the disgrace of our professions, 
and to the misery and delusion of mankind ? 

There never was a position more pregnant 
with falsehood, than the hypothesis which at 
present is so general, as to be the Shibboleth of 
millions, and the passport to confidence and 
honour—a position, which makes the misery 
of one man necessary and accessory to the 
happiness of another! And there never was 
a truth more self-evident, and attested “by na- 
ture, reason, and revelation, than the fact, that 
the happiness of all is necessary for the 
happiness of each! To prove this, it is only 
necessary fur every man to lay his hand upon 
his heart, and, in sincerity, answer the follow- 
ing questions : Can fhat man possess a disposi- 
tion susceptible of the love of Christ, and of 
happiness, who can look upon misery with- 
out feeling a desire to relheve it? And can 
that man be said to be happy, who has one de- 
sire ungratified ! No, he cannot! 

Let infuriate zealots attest their love by 
their insensibility, and indifference to the wel- 
fare of their brethren,—Let Pharisees, whose 
imaginations are crazed to produce an inver- 
sion of the laws of natare, and whose boasted 





‘unto them,” and they, who, if they can be be- 


lieved, are of all men the last to pity, would 
be the first to need it! Let us, therefore, bre- 
thren, who have ranged under the banner of 
the King of heaven, the Saviour of the world ; 
let us ** tight the good fight.’’ Let us remem- 
ber, that the life of a soldier is alife of ac- 
tivity; that he must never desert his post 
while an enemy is in sight; nor value his life 
more than his honour, his cause, or his com- 
mander! The faith we confess is continually 
assailed by foes on all sides: and we can never 
agree to an armistice, without a false acknow- 
ledgment of our weakness, or betraying a par- 
tiality for the cause of the enemy! The battle 
must end only with life. And if our present 
welfare was incompatible with it, we should 
never have been required to lift our hand, or 
move a finger in the combat ! 

However true it may be, that our eternal 
well-being is independent of ourselves, and 
that our salvation is the gift of God, it is not 
less true, that our present peace depends 
upon our faith in God, and our belief of this 
fact. Faith in this life, therefore, is the only 
medium and cause of peace and joy in the 
salvation of God. And in proportion as the 
exercise of our faith is a mean of keeping our 
fuith, in that proportion are we benefited by 
its exercise, and injured by our inactivity. 
And since our heavenly Father has made it our 
duty to strengthen our brethren, it is incontesta- 
bly true, that our duty and happiness are in- 
separably connected ; and that we cannot fail 
of reward in obedience, or escape the conse- 
quence of disobedience. Here, then, is an 
appeal to our interest, independent of every 
consideration for the future. Our present 
happiness, to say nothing of the happiness of 
others, is affected and interested, in propor- 
tion as the mind of man is in want of food and 
sustenance, and is independent of, and dis- 
satistied with, the desires and attainments of 
the body. The idiot andthe philosopher may 
teed at the same table, and rise from the re- 
past with the same sensations and satisfaction. 
But, the mind of no man can feed upon error, 


‘land be satisfied ; and it is a lamentable fact 


that but few have fed upon, and been satisfied, 
with the truth. 

Impressed with these recollections, and con- 
vinced of these truths, what more can be 
necessary to induce us to manifest our faith 
by our works, and, according to our abilities, 
subserve the cause of truth, of God, and hu- 
manity. 

The cause we advocate, is of such impor- 
tance, that in comparison, the common con- 
cerns of men dwindle into insignificance, 
when put in competition with it. It is the 
cause of God; it should be the cause of all 
men. Put in competition with it, | consider 
the honours, distinctions, and pempously emp- 
ty and unsatisfying pretensions of this present 
state, as less ‘* than a drop in the bucket.” 

Individual exertions are unequal to the task. 
And however justly we may reckon upon the 
assistance and blessing of heaven upon our 
efforts, still, unless we unitedly make use of 








the means already bestowed upon us, heaven 
in justice, and mercy too, may remove oy; 
candlestick from our house, and illuminate 
others, who will be disposed to extend its reyj. 
vifying beams to their brethren who are grop- 
ing in the darkness of error. 

I consider this Society capable of doing 
much; and its members and influence wjj/ 
increase, in proportion to the magnitude of 
the object it has in view. Therefore, Jet jy 
be identified with every principle which cap 
be interesting to men, in all the concerns of 
the Christian character; for it is impossible 
to do our duty, without reaping a rich reward 
in the satisfaction afforded by the smiles of an 
approving conscience ! 

Brethren, our cause is the cause of the 
universe! Let every nerve be strained to its 
utmost tension—let every fibre be a Willing 
coadjutor in this work ef reformation—ang 
then, should error predominate, we can lay our 
band upon our beart, and say, We are euiir- 
LESS ! —. - 


ARMINIANISM. 


‘ The work of pardon on the conscience is called 
justification;—the work of holiness in the heart, is 
termed sanctification;—these two comprise the 
whole of salvation of the soul in this world. He 
whe is completely sanctified, or cleansed from ali 
sin, and dies in this state, is fit for glory.’ 

Reader, this is the declaration, and creed, of our 
Methodist Friends. Now we should be glad to 
know what prophet, or apostle, ‘ calls,’ and * terms’ 
the above ‘justification,’ and ‘* sanctification;’ aud 
that ‘these two coniprise the whole of salvation, 
&e. An apostle has said, ‘1 am justified by the 
faith of Christ!’ Again, that ‘ Clirist by himseli 
purged our sins, &c. and bath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified.” We think our Methodist 
Friends are committing a gross error; for if it were 
admitted, that according to their view the man is 
* sanctified by the work of holiness in the heart, 
still they contradict the apostle, because they de- 
clare a man can be sanctified and fall away, and go 
to hell for ever, at last. Now we are quite willing 
to acknowledge,that according totheMethodist man- 
ner of sanctifying, a man may fall away and be 
damned! according to the express meaning of the 
word, condemned—we think their dying in a state 
so very slippery, that their stability depends, not so 
much upon their holiness and sanctification, as oo 
their dying, and by that means getting clear of temp- 
tation to sin, and fall away, proves a little too much: 
for them. If they happen to die, while they are in 
this good mood, they are safe. But, should they 
happen to live a little longer, they may sin, and fai! 
into endless misery and wretchedness. How is 
this? Is it because there is no change after death? 
That is, no making sinners any betler ; and all holy, 
will remain holy, and ali filthy, will remain filthy ? 
Let it be remembered, that these holy people wre 
as much indebted to death, for their future bapp.- 
ness, as to their sanctification, or justification, tor 
they are always in danger of falling away, to ‘hie 
last moment of their lives, so great is the imperfie- 
tion of their sanclification—nay more, they will nvi 
be changed after death ; consequently, they must 
remain imperfect fur ever! Now mark the difference 
between the Methodists, or Armipian sanctifica- 
tion, and the sanctification of Christ. The Metho- 
dist, however sanctified be may be, is ‘in danger o/ 
falling as long as he lives’—But Christ hath perfect- 
ed for ever them that he hath sanctified! The co.- 
clusion is inevitable. This justification, and sanetifi- 
cation is not of Christ; for‘ he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified.’ 

It is worthy of remark, that the Methodist who 
made this declaration, that ‘these two comprise the 
whole of salvation in this world, (and we think 
they should, to be consistent, have added the other 
world tvo,) has not said one word about faith, either 
as cause or effect! 

‘The blind are leaders of the blind, until they 
both fall into the ditch.’ 





